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The blotter comes from police reports released by the USC Division of Law Enforcement and Safety and doesn’t include crimes 
reported by city or county law enforcement.
Brittany Franceschina
@BRITTA_FRAN
The top of Capstone glowed a vibrant 
garnet Feb. 13 not in the spirit of 
Valentine’s Day but in recognition of 
Professor John Monnier of the Chemical 
Engineering Department here at USC. 
Monnier is the fi rst USC professor to be 
awarded the highest honor in the fi eld 
of engineering, election to the National 
Academy of Engineering, for his work 
with heterogeneous catalysis. He is one 
of 84 engineers nominated and chosen 
by current NAE members this year 
and will be inducted to the group in 
Washington, D.C., this October. 
Monnier retired from his work at 
Eastman Chemical in 2004 and soon 
after accepted a job at USC with the goal 
of educating students about working in 
the industrial side of engineering.
“I really thought the fi eld of catalysis 
in particular needed students with a little 
bit different background,” Monnier said.
His goal was to help students prepare 
for working outside of a classroom 
setting. He entered into university life 
as a retired research fellow with years of 
experience in his line of work. However, 
he approached the new chapter of his life 
with caution.
“I had no idea what to expect because 
I was in industry. I had no idea whether 
I would be welcome in an academic 
setting,” Monnier said on his decision 
to begin teaching. “I thought, ‘well, if I 
don’t like this in two or three years, I’ll 
just leave.’ You know, nothing festive.”
That was 13 years ago, and Monnier 
still expresses enthusiasm for his job 
here.
“It’s been marvelous, you know, it’s 
invigorating. I’m 69 and I’m more excited 
about what I do now than I was yesterday 
and the day before that,” he said.
When asked about his prestigious 
award, he admitted that it came as a total 
surprise.
“I got this thing from the national 
academy of engineering and I thought 
this is a joke or it’s fake,” he said. “I was 
very surprised and I think maybe that 
makes it even better.” 
Despite earning such an impressive 
award, Monnier asser ted that he 
doesn’t want to slow down now. The 
Illinois-born professor attributed his 
desire to continue working hard to his 
upbringing, saying, “That’s maybe my 
Midwestern farmboy mentality.”
He recalled a conversation with a 
colleague from Iowa about people from 
the Midwest.
“We automatically have the feeling 
that somebody gives us a dollar, we 
should give them back a dollar fi fty in 
effort,” Monnier said.
Among other pieces of wisdom which 
he wishes to impart on his students — 
including being open to working in 
industry and not choosing a job based on 
initial salary — he emphasized the value 
of hard work.
“You need to work smarter, longer 
and harder than those around you if you 
really want to be successful; whether it’s 
in industry or in academia, don’t have the 
illusion that it’s going to become easy,” 
he said. “In fact, it’s probably going to be 
harder but you’re going to fi nd that you 
enjoy it more.”
USC professor awarded highest honor in engineering field
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High-risk drinking 
on the rise at USC
HIGH-RISK DRINKING BY 
FRESHMEN, FALL 2016
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Walk into the Substance Abuse 
Prevention and Education off ice in 
Strom Thurmond Fitness Center and 
you might fi nd Brock Parrott behind the 
reception desk.
A 28-year-old social work student, 
Parrott is in his f irst year  at USC 
working toward a master’s degree. The 
reasons behind his employment at SAPE 
run the gamut, but Parrott’s role in the 
battle against high-risk drinking among 
USC students is often forgotten, taking a 
backseat to the numbers.
The numbers behind USC’s disorderly 
days and party nights come together 
down the hall from Parrott’s desk, where 
SAPE director Aimee Hourigan keeps 
tabs on the high-risk drinking behaviors 
of the student body. Binge drinking, 
blacking out and effects on academic 
performance are a main focus.
But the trend that caught Hourigan’s 
eye last month is the sharp increase in 
the number of USC students landing 
in hospital beds with alcohol-related 
illnesses.
According to Hourigan, the number 
of medical t ransports for a lcohol 
overconsumption made during the fall 
2016 semester was 88 percent higher than 
in the fall 2015 semester. Worse, she said, 
the increase during the months of August 
and September could have been as high 
as 200 percent. And Hourigan is at a loss 
to declare why.
“There’s lots of people trying to fi gure 
out what’s the cause of that, and I don’t 
have an answer,” Hourigan said.
The increase in transports is but 
one of the troubling trends SAPE has 
uncovered. According to the AlcoholEdu 
survey administered to USC first-year 
students in October, 60 percent of the 
class of 2020 took part in binge drinking 
— defined as five or more drinks in a 
span of two hours — at least once during 
their first two months. Twenty-two 
percent had done so three or more times 
in the preceding two weeks, outpacing 
the average for Southeastern Conference 
schools and schools nationwide.
“Our freshmen, those who drink in 
a high-risk way, drink in a more high-
risk way than other SEC freshmen,” 
Hourigan said. “But how our freshmen 
this year are different from last year, 
we’re not entirely sure.”
Beyond how they drink, the survey 
showed Hourigan what happens when 
members of the class of 2020 drink. 
Twenty-four percent of fi rst-year students 
said their alcohol intake had impacted 
their abilities in the classroom. A further 
40 percent experienced blacking out — 
just below the average for SEC schools 
— and 13 percent reported being taken 
advantage of sexually while intoxicated.
However, Hourigan has found that 
high-risk drinking habits tend to decline 
with age. Seniors drink more days each 
week than freshman, she said, but fi rst-
year students consume more drinks on 
each occasion.
Via email correspondence, USC 
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Party like your major is your birthday, Feb. 11 12:30 a.m.
A very confused and inebriated student attempted to answer seemingly simple 
questions for police at Bates House. When asked his date of birth he replied, 
“Mechanical engineering.” His difficulty comprehending basic questions was 
accompanied by slurred speech, dilated pupils and diffi culty sitting upright. His 
friend claimed he had “a few shots.” If his brain function is limited to that extent after 
only “a few shots,” maybe he should reconsider that engineering major.
Who do you know here?, Feb. 11 4:22 p.m.
Police identifi ed a man matching the description of a suspicious person seen in the 
Greek Village numerous times last week. The individual was reported for making a 
girl feel unsafe — which is saying a lot for Greek Village. The vagrant walked to the 
back porch of the Chi Psi fraternity house and asked some students for cigarettes. 
The man had an active trespass notice and had a serrated knife on his person.
Not my treat, Feb. 12 9:34 p.m.
A student reported his wallet stolen after he noticed his CarolinaCard was used 
at Marble Slab in Russell House the day before. The thief spent $6.59 on a late-
night snack. The culprit’s choice was actually fairly frugal; they could have helped 
themselves to an entire cookie cake with the stolen Carolina Cash. The victim has 
since deactivated his card.
USC Cribs, Feb. 14 10 a.m.
The 650 Lincoln property manager called police after a worker responding to 
a maintenance request noticed a large 650 Lincoln banner in student’s apartment. 
They also found two 650 Lincoln pillows and an ironic USC “No smoking” sign 
along with a bong, grinder and blowtorch in plain view. Maybe next time these 
students will learn to decorate their place with tapestries and posters like everyone 
else.
Mike Woodel
@GETHISDOGONETOO
Gray Phillips
@LANA_DEL_GRAY
SEEALCOHOLPAGE2
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“It’s wonderful to be 
back in South Carolina, 
especially your new 
governor ... He helped 
us so much.” 
— President Donald Trump at the Friday reveal of Boeing’s new airplane 
in Charleston
— Rep. Mark Sanford to a resistant 
crowd at a town hall meeting Saturday
— Uber boss Travis Kalanick on claims of 
sexual harassment at the company
“We don’t 
think the lack 
of funds should 
prevent a 
student from 
achieving their 
goals in life.” 
— State Sen. 
Brad Hutto on 
S.C. Senate 
Democrats’ 
proposal to make 
technical college 
free for S.C. 
residents who 
graduate high 
school
“I’m always a 
human piñata.”
“What she describes is 
abhorrent and against 
everything Uber stands 
for and believes in.”
public relations director 
Jeff Stensland did not 
reference Hour igan’s 
f ig ure of  88 percent 
but said 187 students 
received treatment for 
alcohol-related illnesses 
at local hospitals from 
August to the end of 
January, 77 more than 
that timeframe in 2015-
16. He was also quick to 
note that the number of 
over-intoxicated students 
transported to hospitals 
between the months of 
November and January 
dec l i ned  s l ight l y  i n 
2016-17.
“While the number 
of students transported 
represents a very small 
percentage of our overall 
student body of more 
t ha n 32,0 0 0,  we a re 
very concerned about 
the underlying problem 
of overconsumption of 
alcohol and are taking 
important steps to address 
it,” Stensland said.
Regarding the increase 
in transports, Stensland 
blamed the practices of 
bars in Five Points as a 
main factor, saying the 
ba r s  shy  away  f rom 
“responsible promotion, 
s a l e s  a n d  s e r v i c e 
pract ices” and all but 
ignore underage drinking 
laws.
Stensland’s theory is 
certainly a plausible one. 
According to October’s 
AlcoholEdu survey, 37 
percent of USC fi rst-years 
do most of their drinking 
in bars and nightclubs 
— nearly twice the SEC 
mark and more than triple 
the nat ional average. 
With the entertainment 
districts of Five Points 
a nd  t he  V i s t a  e a c h 
walking distance from 
campus, students don’t 
have to venture far to fi nd 
a party.
“There wil l be fa ir 
but clear consequences 
when poor judg ment 
b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r 
o r g a n i z a t io n s  l e a d s 
to abusive, dangerous 
or i l legal behav iors,” 
Stensland said of campus 
alcohol abuse. “When 
social act iv it ies move 
from fun to dangerous, 
when they become the 
backdrop that leads to the 
abuse of women and when 
our Columbia friends feel 
uncomfortable being our 
neighbors, it’s time for all 
of us to stand up and say 
stop.”
But  out s ide  of  t he 
offices, there is another 
side to SAPE’s mission. 
Stories of addiction are 
often stories of the human 
condition, of weakness, of 
redemption. Statistics can 
only reach the beholder to 
a point.
To accommodate this, 
there is Brock Parrott, 
the young receptionist at 
SAPE’s main offi ce. From 
his desk overlooking the 
indoor pool at Strom, 
Pa r rot t  a n s wer s  t he 
phone and keeps tabs 
on appointments. Each 
day at the desk serves as 
a reminder of whom he 
used to be.
A recovering addict, 
Parrott spent his middle 
school and high school 
days drinking heavily, 
even referr ing to the 
period of his life between 
the ages of 18 and 25 
as a blur of drug and 
alcohol consumpt ion. 
And when dif f icult ies 
arose, Parrott’s parents 
were quick to intervene. 
This lack of consequences 
paired with a “pompous 
prick” att itude meant 
that Parrott “was coming 
off the rails pretty fast 
without even knowing it,” 
he said.
A f t e r  d e p a r t i n g 
M id l a nd s  Tec h n ic a l 
C o l l e g e ,  P a r r o t t ’ s 
substance abuse only 
worsened. He was arrested 
for driv ing under the 
infl uence in August 2012, 
and again f ive months 
later. Each citation made 
little difference.
By  t he  spr i ng  a nd 
summer of 2013, Parrott 
was a full-on addict and 
l iv ing a lone in I rmo 
se l l i ng  d r ug s  to  get 
by. He was 30 pounds 
underweight, living off 
of f reezer-burnt food 
and fi nding suicide more 
alluring by the day. Most 
mornings, he purchased 
a Coca-Cola to prime 
himself for hard liquor, 
returned home and drank 
unt il passing out. He 
would often repeat the 
ritual the following day. 
And the day after, and 
after that, for nearly a 
month.
“It came to a point, 
where it was like ‘There’s 
two roads,’” Parrott said. 
“Either I’m going to kill 
myself, I’m going to die of 
alcohol poisoning, or I’m 
going to go do something 
crazy to get money and 
wind up in jail.”
Parrott finally agreed 
to attend a rehabilitation 
center in Florida. Now 
back in school and with 
opioid addiction ravaging 
American cit ies, rural 
and metropol itan, he 
sees an opportunity to 
put his experiences with 
substance abuse to good 
use. Parrott is projected to 
receive his master’s degree 
in the spring of 2019, and 
he hopes to open a private 
practice as a substance 
abuse counselor.
In the work he currently 
does w it h Gamecock 
Recovery, SAPE’s new 
peer education group, 
Parrott believes he can 
divert USC students from 
the fateful path he took as 
an undergraduate.
“I am a firm believer 
that if I had never drank 
alcohol, or if by some 
reason something in my 
body didn’t make me 
drink a lcohol ica l ly, I 
never would have turned 
to the drugs,” Parrott 
said.
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2016 WINNER: 
ZETA TAU 
ALPHA
The USC fraternity or sorority that 
takes the most apartment tours at 
The Mills and Palmetto Compress 
between 2/13-2/24 will win $1,500!
A tour at either location is worth 1 point. 
SCHEDULE YOUR TOURS TODAY!
THE MILLS
WINNER OF BEST OFF-CAMPUS  
USC HOUSING THE LAST 5 YEARS! 
1-, 2-, 3- & 4-BR Apartments
20 acres of beautiful open space 
USC Comet Route Shuttle, short walk, or 
bike ride to campus & stadiums
Large pool with WiFi-enabled deck
Resident lounges featuring billiards, 
shuffleboard, ping pong, PS4 & Xbox
State-of-the-art ﬁtness centers
803.667.3705 
leasing@millsliving.com
OLYMPIA MILL — 600 Heyward Street 
GRANBY MILL — 510 Heyward Street
612 WHALEY — 612 Whaley Street 
PALMETTO COMPRESS
1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments
Exposed brick/wood beam ceilings 
Sun & fun at the pool deck
Resident TV lounge with games 
State-of-the-art ﬁtness center 
Patio & private balconies available
803.667.3705
leasing@palmettocompress.com 
612 Devine Street
apartmentsinsc.com
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In their fi rst show of the semester, Carolina 
Tonight partnered with USC Dance Marathon 
at Benson Theater for a night of comedy 
sketches and laughs. The live comedy show, 
the USC version of Saturday Night Live, was 
a hit this past Saturday, featuring Camille 
Marks,head of Productions for USCDM, 
as the host and Carolina Gents as a musical 
guest. Starting with an intro video reminiscent 
of SNL, panning to prominent Columbia 
buildings and naming the cast members, 
Carolina Tonight was a great way to raise 
money for a good cause while also giving the 
audience a good time.
As USC’s premier comedy broadcast show, 
Carolina Tonight started in the Spring semester 
of 2016. Executive producer and technical 
director John Dowdy, a fourth-year Media Arts 
student, said he joined when Ryan and Sam, the 
creators of the show, came up with the idea of 
starting a live broadcast show early last year. 
They went straight to Dowdy to help them run 
the show, and he has been with them ever since, 
ensuring that Carolina Tonight’s livestream 
runs smoothly.
The cast of Carolina Tonight meets once 
a week in the weeks before the show to 
plan the sketches. Luke Baker, a third-year 
Marketing and Management student, said that 
collaboration when writing the show is key to 
the process. “We collaborate a lot; it’s usually 
written by one or more people,” Baker said. In 
the last week before the show, the cast practices 
every night, memorizing lines and preparing 
for their live audience.
Since Carolina Tonight partnered with 
USCDM this week to help raise money for 
the event, some of the sketches focused on the 
Dance Marathon, mainly emphasizing that it 
isn’t a competition, that it is FTK — not an 
acronym for “Free the Kangaroos,” but “For the 
Kids.” First-year Journalism and Global Studies 
student, Maddox Green, a “call-on” performer 
for the show, said that the USCDM skit was 
her favorite. She got to see them practice it and 
later perform it, commenting that “watching 
that being rehearsed was really funny.”
The production was fi lled with jokes about 
current events in the USC Update, the SNL 
counterpart being the Weekend Update. Baker, 
one of the hosts of USC Update, said that the 
script of this sketch isn’t even written until 
Thursday before the show, because what was 
relevant a week ago, won’t be by the time it 
is performed live. He even mentioned that 
information about Kim Jong Nam’s murder 
changed the morning of the show, and the joke 
had to be changed last minute.
Whether you are an avid attendee of Carolina 
Tonight or not, be sure not to miss out on the 
next performance of Carolina Tonight on 
March 25. In the words of Baker, “it’s a blast.”
Harbison Theatre in Irmo is host ing comedian 
Christopher Titus on Feb. 24. His new show “America...
Really?” will be focused on American politics and ways 
of regaining a sense of unity amongst American citizens.
“It’s amazing that we started hating each other, you 
“Outlaw Song,” an original play written 
and directed by University of South Carolina 
student Ryan Stevens, will debut at the 
Lab Theatre on Feb. 23. The play features 
comedy, music and Mexican wrestling. It 
follows the protagonist, marshal Roberta 
Weiss, as she pursues fugitive Billie Baxter 
through the western American frontier.
“The f irst half is primarily about the 
cat-and-mouse game between Billie and 
Roberta,” Stevens said. “As they get closer 
and as we as an audience learn more about 
them, we see that the roles of hero-cop and 
outlaw-criminal are a lot to live with.”
The production is reminiscent of 19th-
century Western cinema. Stevens found 
inspirat ion f rom classic s such as t he 
“Dollars” trilogy, “High Noon” and “The 
Magnif icent Seven.” However, “Outlaw 
Song” provides a modern take on these 
quintessential fi lms.
“The main idea was just to take this huge, 
sprawling, idealized and romanticized world, 
the capital-W Wild Wild West, and put it 
in a blender with all these other genres,” 
Stevens said.
The often highly dramatized Western 
setting is used as a channel to deconstruct the 
traditional cowboy and outlaw characters.
“I wanted to tell a human story with the 
biggest and most exaggerated medium at my 
disposal — get people hooked and dazzled, 
and then get them invested,” Stevens said.
One nontraditional plot element featured 
amidst the old western setting is Mexican 
wrest ling. The dramatic and theatrical 
showdowns of wrestler “El Soso,” were 
inspired by the dedication and perseverance 
of Lucha Libre wrestlers.
“Marrying yourself to a pursuit like that, 
especially to a pursuit that is on your body 
and is very physically demanding, was really 
fascinating,” Stevens said.
Stevens graduated from USC with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in English, and he is 
currently pursuing a Masters of Arts degree 
in theatre. As an undergraduate student, he 
took theatre classes and worked as an actor 
in multiple theatre productions. He has also 
created many original short plays through 
USC’s undergraduate theater organization, 
Green Room Productions, and produced an 
original full-length play in 2015.
A lthough Stevens ack nowledges the 
dif f icult ies associated with writ ing and 
directing an original play, he emphasized 
the satisfaction that is also associated.
“The collaborative part is the best part, 
really. I’m the writer and the director — the 
show has enough of me in it on day one. The 
best things come from adding other people 
to the mix. The actors, the designers, the 
team behind it, they’re the best and most 
rewarding part,” Stevens said.
“Outlaw Song” features a primarily female 
cast. It challenges normative hero/villain 
archetypes, and it does so while occurring in 
the exciting setting of the Wild West. It will 
be shown at the Lab Theatre Feb. 23 - 26 
nightly at 8 p.m. Tickets are $5.
“It’s a piece about knowing your enemy, 
about appreciating people you disagree with 
and understanding their ideology even when 
you still don’t agree with it. It’s about trying 
to fi ght for legends,” Stevens said.
Comedy for a cause: 
Carolina Tonight joins up with USCDM
‘Outlaw Song’ features comedy, 
music, Mexican wrestling
Comedian Christopher 
Titus to perform in Irmo
Caitlin Burnham
@CAITLINABURNHAM
Jenna Schiferl
@JENNASCHIF
Kenna Coe
@KENNACOE4
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Carolina Tonight, a sketch comedy show put on by USC students in the style of SNL, featured multiple skits, political humor and a performance from the Carolina Gents.
Courtesy of Christopher Titus
Courtesy of Jason Ayers
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Carolina Productions
University of South Carolina Student Life
FREE to students, faculty, & staff with valid Carolina Card. For more 
information or assistance, visit cp.sc.edu or call (803) 777-3950. This 
event is subject to change. Paid for by campus activity fees.
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know, over a pantsuit-
w e a r i n g ,  a r r o g a n t 
robot and an orange, 
d e l u s i o n a l  r o d e o 
clown,” Titus said.
At f irst , Titus was 
criticized for doing a 
show on political topics 
due  to  a  p erce ived 
lack of interest ,  but 
t he  e x ac t  opp o s i t e 
has occurred. He has 
received posit ive and 
neg at ive  reac t ion s , 
but either way, people 
are l istening and his 
t hought s  a re  be i ng 
discussed.
“We’ve elected the 
dumbest guy and if I 
don’t  t a l k  about  it , 
I  don’t  be l ieve  I ’m 
doing my job as  an 
American,” Titus said.
Tit us  a rg ues  t hat 
A mer ic a n s  a re  t o o 
busy disagreeing with 
one another instead 
of uniting under the 
idea that we all live in 
the same country. He 
bel ieve s  A mer ica ns 
need to drop a l l  of 
the labels and t ru ly 
understand each other.
“ I ’ v e  d o n e  s o m e 
pol it ics in my other 
shows, and this one is 
really going after what 
we’ve  b e c ome  a s  a 
country,” Titus said.
W hile a lot of the 
show i s  foc used on 
politics, the audience 
can expect to laugh 
about a l it t le bit  of 
everything.
Tit u s  h a s  k now n 
he  w a nt e d  t o  b e  a 
c ome d i a n  s i nc e  he 
was five. Throughout 
his’ career, he has had 
h i s  o w n  T V  s h o w 
cal led “Titus,” been 
on Comedy Cent ra l 
and has written seven 
c o m e d y  s p e c i a l s . 
R e c e nt l y,  h i s  o w n 
product ion company 
fi lmed a movie that will 
premiere in 2017.
“I directed a movie 
this year and I think 
that so far, except for 
stand up, is my favorite 
thing,” Titus said.
T he  aud ie nc e  on 
Friday might even get 
to see a preview of the 
movie. Through a one-
of-a-kind live comedy 
experience, Titus hopes 
to leave the audience 
laughing but also open 
a  d i s c u s s io n  ab out 
the country America 
is today and how the 
p e op le  o f  A mer ic a 
can work together to 
change it.
“ M y  j o b ,  e v e r y 
comic’s job, is to point 
out what’s going on, 
t a lk  about it ,  c rack 
jokes about it and let 
people laugh about it,” 
Titus said.
TITUSPAGE4
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed 
500 words. Students must include 
their ful l  name, major and year. 
Faculty and staff must include their 
full name, position and department. 
Community members must include 
their full name and applicable job title. 
Verifiable statements of fact must 
include at least one source; if we 
cannot verify a statement of fact, your 
letter will not be published until the 
writer implements necessary changes 
or provides reputable sources for any 
facts in question. Letters are edited 
for clarity, style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@dailygamecock.com
or mail them to 
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225
Imagine the diffi culty and confusion 
of reaching legal voting age during an 
era of political and social chaos. With 
every switch of the TV channel, we see 
political commentators spewing their 
opinions in one another’s faces, and 
before long, it can feel like we’ve gotten 
whiplash. A lternat ive facts, absurd 
tweets, countless executive orders — 
sometimes I wonder how even the most 
experienced politicians can stay on top 
of everything going on right now.
Unfortunately, because of the disarray 
in D.C. and around the country, efforts 
to decrease voter apathy and increase 
involvement seem in vain. This is 
especially true for young people, who 
have a history of feeling disconnected 
f rom Wash ing ton.  A nd w it h t he 
current administration, it isn’t hard to 
understand why young adults, especially 
women, may feel disconnected from 
a group of men taking the first steps 
to defund organizations that support 
women in their r ight to their own 
bodies.
It ’s  easy to look at  ever y t h ing 
happening and feel as though we have 
no ability to make a difference. While 
much of th is stems f rom seeming 
moral corruptions making their way to 
legislation, a lot of it also comes from a 
lack of knowledge about the many ways 
in which we can impact Washington. 
One such way is by reaching out directly 
to our representatives, the people we 
elected to act as our voices in the federal 
government.
As the past few weeks of the Trump 
administration have provoked outrage, 
celebrities and activists have used their 
respect ive plat forms to encourage 
cit izens to contact Washington and 
state their support for or rejection of any 
given governmental action. However, it 
still seems like discouragement persists 
among people who feel like they do not 
have the ability to inf luence change; 
busy signals and full voicemail boxes 
upon dialing representatives do not 
exactly encourage involvement.
That’s where applications such as 
Countable can make the difference 
between apathetic and active citizens. 
Countable is an initiative that strives 
to bridge the gap between D.C. and 
citizens. With this application, people 
are able to read up on prospective and 
current legislation in language that 
makes clear what the purpose of each 
law is. That way people stay informed on 
what’s going on and it is easier to form 
individual opinions on it. Perhaps even 
more importantly, users can directly 
reach their representatives and voice 
their opinions on any given piece of 
legislation by indicating whether they 
say “aye” or “nay” to the given law. 
As such, representatives can see this 
information and gather a consensus on 
where their constituents stand on issues.
Finally, people can follow up after 
legislation has been through the proper 
vetting on how their representatives 
voted. Even as such a new application, it 
has already had an impact; people have 
said that it provides an unbiased and 
unprecedentedly direct way of getting 
involved with our government.
After all is said and done, Countable 
fo s ter s  t wo -way  com mu n ic at ion 
between the government and the people 
it represents. In an environment of 
chaotic political miscommunication, 
this is a very good thing.
As we embark on the journey that 
comes with the transition from one 
pre s ident  to  a not her,  i t  i s  more 
important than ever that we, as citizens 
of the United States of America, stay 
informed, aware and involved in our 
government. With initiatives such as 
Countable, perhaps soon we will develop 
an involved public, one that refuses 
to stand st ill in a world of morally 
condemnable actions.
Dogs are commonly known as 
man’s best friend. As the chosen 
furry companion for 44 percent of 
Americans, dogs are often viewed as a 
friend, protector and family member 
rolled into one. However, dogs’ basic 
needs are being overlooked more and 
more.
Currently, more than half of all 
dogs in America are overweight or 
obese. Unfortunately, unhealthy 
habits of owners seem to be taking 
their toll on the health of their 
dogs. In a recent survey by Pet360, 
only 56 percent of dog owners said 
they walked their dog once a day. 
Even worse, one third of all owners 
surveyed said they hardly walk their 
dog at all.
As much as most dog-owners love 
their dogs and view them as a part 
of the family, they cannot forget 
they are animals and need their daily 
exercise. Dogs require at least 30 
minutes of activity a day and simply 
putting a dog in the backyard for a 
half hour does not count towards this 
exercise. Daily walks are extremely 
important in maintaining a dog’s 
health and happiness.
Dogs used to perform tasks such as 
herding, hunting and guarding more 
in the past than they do now. While 
it is good that dogs are no longer seen 
mainly as a source of labor, we need 
to remember that their instinctive 
need for purpose and exercise has not 
changed. While we might be happy 
staying in our homes all day watching 
TV, the dog laying on the fl oor next 
to us deserves at least the minimum 
requirement of a half-hour of activity.
It is possible that some pet owners 
simply don’t have the time to go on 
a walk every day with their dog due 
to work or family matters. However, 
if this is the case, a dog should not 
have been purchased in the fi rst place. 
While the draw to owning a dog 
might be hard to resist, it cannot 
be forgotten that that tiny puppy 
with the big soulful eyes will one day 
turn into a large animal that requires 
space and activity. If an owner cannot 
commit to the t ime requirement 
owning such an animal will give 
them, there are other choices of pets 
to choose from.
Milo Yiannopoulos is one of those 
people I generally prefer to ignore. 
Unfortunately, recent events have 
made this all but impossible for me 
and anyone else who still manages 
to stomach reading the news.
He’s been announced as the 
keynote speaker at the Conservative 
Political Action Conference, which 
is ordinarily headlined by future 
president ial candidates and the 
Republican Party’s most infl uential 
off icials and activists. He had a 
vomit-inducing interview with Bill 
Maher, another person I usually 
prefer to pretend doesn’t exist. One 
of his events in Washington state 
ended up with a man getting shot. 
The shooter subsequently turned 
himself in ... and was let go. Protests 
also led to an event of his getting 
canceled in Berkeley, California.
Unfortunately, it ’s no longer 
wise to ignore him because the 
Republican Party has signaled he 
has a large place in its future and 
he frequently finds himself at the 
center of debates over the meaning 
of limits on “free speech” in an age 
of would-be fascists. So let’s start at 
the beginning: who is he and what 
has he done.
Yiannopoulos, generally referred 
to simply as “Milo,” is an editor 
at Breitbart News, the website 
most notable for giving us Steve 
Bannon and serving as a hotbed 
of fascism back in the days when 
those were somewhat hard to fi nd. 
He’s openly gay, which is strange 
for a conservative provocateur. But 
he’s earned his fame on the right by 
being opposed to almost everyone 
else.  He’s k nown as a terr ible 
m isog y n ist ,  led a  harassment 
campaign against a black actress for 
the terrible crime of appearing in a 
movie, created a petition to remove 
t rans people f rom t he LGBT 
acronym and has recently attempted 
to publicly identify undocumented 
students on college campuses. He 
also holds the distinction of getting 
banned from Twitter, a bar so high 
that not even Dav id Duke has 
reached it.
S o  w h y  a r e  m a i n s t r e a m 
Republican organizations accepting 
him? I genuinely don’t know. He 
does mesh wel l  w it h Tr ump’s 
polit ics of replacing the party’s 
old veneer of ideology with blind, 
unadulterated hatred of The Other. 
Him being gay also might play a 
role, as the party has always had 
a prominent place for women or 
minorit ies with minimal policy 
experience and insane viewpoints, 
l i k e  M ic he l l e  B a c h m a n n  o r 
Ben Carson. It lets them deny 
allegat ions of sex ism or racism 
without, you know, taking steps to 
not be sexist or racist. This might 
be more common in the future, as 
at least a third of white gay men 
voted for Trump for similar reasons 
that most white women did — yes, 
conservatives dislike them, but not 
as much as they dislike black people.
And if any conservatives object 
to that statement, here’s a quick 
reminder that in electing Trump 
the party and ideology you identify 
with just went against every one of 
their supposed ideological points to 
spite people of color.
The other reason Milo is relevant 
is the debate over “free speech” 
he ignites and thrives on. How he 
usually works is he says, does or 
threatens to do something terrible. 
In the past, this has been leading 
harassment campaigns saturated 
with sexism and racism or outing 
t ransgender or undocumented 
students who attend a college he’s 
speaking at. This leads to people 
trying to stop him from harassing 
others by means like banning him 
from Twitter or protesting so much 
he can’t speak on a campus. Then 
he claims he’s being harassed and 
the “snowfl akes” on the Left are out 
of control.
Here’s the thing though — his 
words aren’t “just words.” His 
initial actions are actively meant 
to harm. He wants to make social 
media such an unbearable strain on 
people’s mental health that they can 
no longer use it. Undocumented 
students he outed could have been 
forced out of the country. Allowing 
h im to speak and g iv ing h im 
platforms just lets him harm people. 
We know that by now. We’ve seen 
it many times before. The “free 
speech” he wants is the right to hurt 
other people with no consequences. 
It’s important we keep that in mind 
and deny it to others like him who 
would see others harmed.
Thalia
Hobson
Third-year marine science and 
economics student
Please stop giving Milo 
platforms on campuses
Millennials 
should engage 
in politics
America’s dog owners must be more responsible
Alyssa 
Broer
First-year public relations 
student
Isabelle
Carroll
First-year public relations student
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HOUSING
1ST FLOOR ADESSO 
CONDO!
Ideally located! Walk 
everywhere!  Amenities 
include 24 hour security, 
covered parking, a pool, 
fi tness facilities. Unit has 400 
sq ft private patio!  Call to see 
it today! 
www.112Adesso.info 
NOT AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Email mitziborman@exitrec.com
Sublease NOW at Olympia 
Mills - $100 paid towards fi rst 
month’s rent! Upstairs bed/
bath in a 3br/2ba apt; w/d 
unit. Lease ends 30Jun2017. 
Male roommates  Call/Text 
919-606-9204  
EMPLOYMENT
GAIN VALUABLE MEDICAL 
EXPERIENCE
Well Established, Fast paced 
downtown Columbia physician 
practice is interviewing for 
candidates graduating in 
May 2017 and taking a gap 
year while applying to attend 
medical school.  Gain valuable 
clinical and clerical experience 
in a physician practice.  
The ideal candidate will 
have a 3.6 and higher GPA, 
graduating in May 2017, 
superior work ethic and high 
energy.  On the job training 
while being paid.  This is a 
full time position.  One year 
commitment is required.  
email resume to 
guy@physicianservicessc.com.
Email 
guy@physicianservicessc.com
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! 
MAKE MONEY!
Top-rated sports camp needs 
fun loving counselors to teach 
all land, water & adventure 
sports. Great summer in 
Maine! Call (888) 844-8080; 
apply at www.campcedar.com
Now Hiring All Positions!
Upper Crust is a new 
gourmet CA infl uenced 
casual restaurant in NE Cola.   
Opening in 3 weeks ..we are 
looking to fi ll ALL restaurant 
positions.  PT AND FT shifts 
are available. -management 
(will train), pizza chef,  line/fry 
cook, dishwasher, bartender/
front house assistant manager 
& servers We need super 
friendly, energetic & team 
oriented peeps for ALL 
categories.   Willing to train 
in any position if you have 
a passion for this industry.  
Flexible scheduling. Please 
submit resume & anything 
you’d like to tell us about 
yourself to:
HENRY’S RESTAURANT AND 
BAR IN CAYCE NOW HIRING 
ALL POSITIONS!
Upscale neighborhood 
sports bar on Devine Street 
is opening a new location 
on State Street in Cayce, 
just minutes away from 
campus, the baseball fi eld, 
and downtown. We are 
accepting applications for 
all positions, part and full 
time. All interested applicants 
must apply in person at 
2865 Devine Street Monday-
Thursday between 2-4pm. 
Please provide your availability 
along with application or 
resume. No calls please.  We 
are looking for hardworking 
individuals ready to excel in a 
fast paced environment and 
work well as a team.  
Email erica-lees@live.com
www.henrysgrillandbar.com
Email mburrell1@yahoo.com
TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice of 
ten resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 
800-867-5018 
OPPORTUNITIES
SAIL: PEDU150 (803) 317 
9060
PHD • JORGE CHAMHOROSCOPES
7
ACROSS
1 Soothsayer
5 Quick fix for an 
elbow hole
10 Underwater 
vessel
13 Cuba libre fruit
14 Lorena of LPGA 
fame
15 Phony
16 Votes in favor
17 “My mistake”
18 Rice field draft 
animals
19 Panama Canal 
nickname
22 Robotic maid on 
“The Jetsons”
23 Inherently
27 Where to find 
Lima and llamas
30 Like farm country
31 Thanksgiving 
tuber
34 When baseball 
closers usually 
shine
?????????????????????
in showbiz
40 Sparkle
?????? ????????
enough to __ 
horse!”
42 NYC 
thoroughfare 
that becomes 
Amsterdam at 
59th Street
45 Vert. counterpart
??? ????????????
47 Garbage email
49 “Get moving!”
53 Wash or spin
57 When time is 
running out
60 Computer image
63 TV signal part
64 “Giant” author 
Ferber
65 Four-sided 
campus area
66 Extended 
families
67 Cincinnati 
ballplayers
68 Tennis match 
segment
69 Saintly rings
70 “Garfield” pooch
DOWN
1 Not as forthright
2 “Old MacDonald” 
letters
3 Webzines
4 Mail again, as a 
package
5 Fancy-schmancy
6 Have __: freak 
out
7 Pulsate
?????????????????
jokes, probably
9 Contemporary of 
Mozart
10 Jazz combo horn
????????????
instrument
12 “Gone Girl”  
co-star Affleck
15 Mint of money
20 High school 
junior, usually
21 Merit
24 Dickens villain 
Heep
25 Totaled, as a bill
26 “Pomp and 
Circumstance” 
composer
28 Capital of Latvia
29 Sch. near the 
Strip
31 “Abominable” 
critters
32 Insurance rep
33 Paris newspaper 
Le __
??? ?????????????????
point
36 __ Christian 
Andersen
37 “Still sleeping?” 
response
39 Regular payment
43 Precipitation 
stones
44 A pop
48 Rescued 
????????????
50 Enlighten
51 Throat dangler
52 Bicycle feature
54 Encrypted
55 Monday, in Le 
Mans
56 Use the delete 
key, e.g.
58 El __: weather 
phenomenon
59 Throw away
60 Mensa nos.
61 Billiards stick
62 Breakfast grain
2/20/17
For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com
or download our
app!
2/20/17
1 2 3 4
For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com
or download our
app!
IT GOES WELL WITH
EVERYTHING
Aries
You’re coming into 
y o u r  ow n .  A c h ie v e 
per sona l  objec t ives . 
You’re in your element 
this month. Professional 
opportunities arise today 
and tomorrow.
Taurus
Peaceful meditation 
a n d  i n t r o s p e c t i o n 
provide great ideas and 
clarity of purpose this 
month. Complete old 
projects and plan what’s 
next. Launch later.
Gemini
M a n a g e  s h a r e d 
f i n a nc e s  t o d ay  a nd 
tomorrow. Get into a 
four-week social phase. 
Spend time with people 
who share your interests.
Cancer
R e a c h  a  n e w 
professional level this 
mont h .  Col l aborate 
with your partner today 
and tomorrow. Avoid 
conf licts between love 
and money.
Leo
Begin a t ravel and 
e x p a n s i o n  p h a s e . 
Indulge your curiosity 
this month. Nurture 
your health today and 
tomorrow. Be slow to 
avoid accidents.
Virgo
Partnership grows. 
It’s a good month for 
f i n a nc i a l  p l a n n i ng. 
Invest for long-term 
growth. Collaboration 
c a n  g e t  e s p e c i a l l y 
roma nt ic  today  a nd 
tomorrow.
Libra
Home a nd  f a m i l y 
take priority today and 
tomorrow. Partnerships 
g r ow  s t r o n g er  t h i s 
month. Collaborate with 
someone you love.
Scorpio
Get your message out 
over the next two days. 
Your physical health and 
vitality grows. Energize 
your work and exercise 
this month.
Sagittarius
Today and tomorrow 
get profitable. You’re 
lucky in love and play 
this month. Someone 
f i n d s  y o u r  e n e r g y 
at tract ive. Deepen a 
romance.
Capricorn
Fol low a persona l 
d r e a m  t o d a y  a n d 
tomorrow. Focus on 
home i mprovement 
this month. Prov ide 
upgrades in beauty and 
functionality.
Aquarius
Concentrate on your 
s t ud ie s  a nd  t r ave l s 
over the next month. 
Explore your curiosity. 
Make plans over the 
next two days.
Pisces
It ’s easier to make 
m o n e y.  M a k e  h a y 
while the sun shines. 
Tea mwork get s  t he 
job done today and 
tomorrow.
APP
for iPhone and Android
ou
r
@thegamecock
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Sout h Carol ina super fan Bi l l 
Golding would have been proud of the 
Gamecocks’ performance on opening 
day.
Behind the hot bats of center fi elder 
TJ Hopkins and designated hitter Alex 
Destino, the Gamecocks defeated UNC 
Greensboro 7-1 in the fi rst of a three-
game series at Founders Park on Friday.
“I know [Golding] is looking down 
hollering for us, so it was great getting 
a win opening day,” Destino said. “That 
was really fun.”
Golding, who was known for wearing 
a Gamecocks hardhat helmet and 
chanting the phrase “Oot! Oot!” during 
games, passed away Feb. 10 at the age of 
84. Prior to the start of Friday’s game, 
the team paid tribute to Golding by 
holding a moment of silence and having 
fans chant a collective “Oot! Oot!” Hard 
hats were also given away on a first-
come, fi rst-served basis, while a fl ag with 
Golding’s catch phrase “Oot! Oot!” fl ew 
from a pole in the outfi eld.
“I thought it was a really nice touch,” 
head coach Chad Holbrook said of 
the tribute to Golding. “Kudos to our 
marketing staff for putting that together. 
The helmets were great and I heard ‘Oot 
Oot’s all throughout the game. I think 
that’ll be going on for years and years 
and years here at this park, it’s a tribute 
to what a great man Bill Golding was.”
The fans weren’t the only ones 
donning decorated hard hats at Founders 
Park; the USC players also wore helmets 
adorned with black “Oot! 
Oot!” stickers and kept a 
decorated hard hat in their 
dugout throughout the entire 
game. Destino said he doesn’t 
know if the hard hat will stay 
in the dugout all season, but 
thinks it would be “pretty 
cool” if it did. The junior, 
who tallied two RBIs against 
the Spartans, arrived to USC 
in 2015 and played in front of 
Golding for two seasons.
“Coming here, I didn’t 
realize what a true super fan 
was and he really was that for 
us, so it was an honor getting 
to play in front of him,” 
Destino said.
“I tell you what this is 
going to go down top three 
baseball experiences for me. 
Opening day here is pretty 
unique. I mean, honoring Bill before the 
game that was pretty cool and hearing 
everybody say ‘Oot Oot.’ I mean, today 
was hard to beat no doubt.”
S e v e r a l  o t h e r  G a m e c o c k s 
acknowledged Golding’s passing on 
social media and in interviews, including 
Holbrook, who said Golding’s legacy 
left a special mark on the entire USC 
baseball program.
Carson Mason
@CARSONANNMASON
Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Golding was known for frequenting games with his decorated hard hat.
Gamecocks pay tribute to Golding  
Chris Cullen
Sophomore catcher
Song: “Hendrix” by Wyclef Jean
Key Lyrics:  “I’ma do this one for my homies gone/ the judge hit the 
hammer they ain’t coming home/ We all are from the danger zone/ 
the devil pulled the card and he said choose one.”
Analysis: The track’s music video stars Michael K. Williams, who 
played the iconic anti-hero Omar Little in HBO’s “The Wire.” 
Williams’ character is best known for his signature scar and his 
foreboding, shotgun-wielding walk that usually precludes violence. 
If you see Omar coming, you’re in trouble. After adding adding 25 
pounds of muscle this offseason and taking over the cleanup spot 
in South Carolina’s lineup, SEC pitchers may come to feel the same 
way about Cullen. 
Danny Blair
Sophomore outfielder
Song: “Jesus Walks” by Kanye West
Key Lyrics: “I walk through the valley of the Chi where death is/ top 
fl oor the view alone will leave you breathless.”
Analysis: Blair’s choice is the perfect encore for all of the Gamecock 
fans who are also trying to relive Kanye’s exemplary performance 
at Colonial Life Arena last December. Too soon? Still, the hook is 
instantly recognizable, up-tempo and oddly has already obtained 
a nostalgic glow. There is one problem here though — every time 
Blair draws four balls this could start to feel uncomfortably self 
righteous. 
John Jones
Junior catcher
Song: “God’s Gonna Cut You Down” by Johnny Cash
Key Lyrics: “Go tell that long tongue liar/ Go and tell that midnight 
rider/ Tell the rambler, the gambler, the back biter/ tell them that 
God’s going to cut ‘em down.”
Analysis: Jones brings this back from last season. Kudos to him for 
not changing things up after slumping in the second half of last 
season, because when he was twice named SEC Player of the Week 
last spring, the opening chords of Cash’s famous rendition were 
downright haunting to opposing pitchers. 
The Good
Matt Williams
Junior first baseman
Song: “24k Magic” by Bruno Mars
Key Lyrics: “Players, put yo’ pinky rings up to the moon. Girls, what 
y’all trying to do? 24 karat magic in the air. Head to toe so player. 
Uh, look out!”
Analysis: Williams brings some power and versatility to the 
Gamecocks’ lineup, but if he retains this walk-up song, I might 
have to secretly root for him to be held out of crowded South 
Carolina infi eld. The risk of this one potentially getting stuck in 
my head and setting up permanent residence greatly outweighs the 
reward of having his bat routinely in the order. 
Justin Row
Junior second baseman
Song: “It’s Tricky” by Run-D.M.C.
Key Lyrics:  “This speech is my recital, I think it’s very vital/ To 
rock (a rhyme), that’s right (on time)/ ‘It’s Tricky’ is the title.”
Analysis: If Row was going to keep fans guessing on the true 
motives behind this choice — either a genuine #tbt attempt or a 
straight troll job — he should have just just stuck with “Ice Ice 
Baby.” 
 
TJ Hopkins
Sophomore outfielder
Song: “Whistlin’ Dixie” by Randy Houser
Key Lyrics:  “Daddy redneck mama half hippie/ taught how to talk 
straight not back or my little/ white butt get a whippin’/ I like 
catfi sh cookin on a creek bank kind you can’t/ fi nd in the city ya’ll/ 
I ain’t just whistling dixie.”
Reaction: At least he isn’t from Maryland and still trying to pull this 
off?
Prediction: There is a specifi c sector of the fanbase that will come 
around to this tune as the weather gets warmer, you know, the 
people who think that country music is just so “summery.”
The Bad
The Ugly
List of songs tracked by The Daily Gamecock’s sports editors Bobby 
Balboni and Carson Mason:
Clarke Schmidt - “The Stroke” by Billy Squier • TJ Hopkins - “Whistlin’ 
Dixie” by Randy Houser • Danny Blair - “Jesus Walks” by Kanye West • 
Madison Stokes - “The South” by Cadillac Three ft. FGL, Dierks Bentley 
and Mike Eli • Matt Williams - “24K Magic” by Bruno Mars • Jonah 
Bride - “Unstoppable” by YFN Lucci • Alex Destino - “The Difference” 
by Meek Mill ft. Quavo •Chris Cullen - “Hendrix” by Wyclef Jean • Jacob 
Olson - “Birds Flying High” ft. Fresh by DJ Scream, Yung L.A. • LT Tolbert 
– “King of Diamonds” by Rick Ross • John Jones - “God’s Gonna Cut You 
Down” by Johnny Cash • Justin Row - “It’s Tricky” by Run-D.M.C. • Adam 
Hill - “I’d Love to Change the World [Matstubs Remix]” by Jetta • Carlos 
Cortes - “Before the Rollie” by Ace Hood ft. Meek Mill • Josh Reagan - 
“Get Down On It” by Kool & The Gang • Colie Bowers - “My Town” by 
Montgomery Gentry •  Reed Scott - “Space Jam” by Quad City DJ 
Disclaimer: The press box WiFi and the Shazam app don’t always agree, 
and several players on the roster did not appear this weekend, so this list 
is still incomplete. A list of tracks will be updated on a playlist provided by 
TDG on Spotify.
T he  2016  sea son 
resembled the golden 
age of walk-up song 
c r e a t i v i t y  f o r  t h e 
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a 
b a s eb a l l  p r og r a m , 
highlighted by former 
starting pitcher Braden 
Webb’s self-composed 
Christian rap entrance 
j a m .  R e e d  S c o t t 
cemented his status 
as the quintessential 
‘90s baby by making 
the “Space Jam” theme 
song synonymous with 
the seventh inning at 
Founders Park.  Scott’s 
theme, fortunately, will 
return in 2017. 
This year’s crop is a 
fairly predictable blend 
of hip-hop and country, 
but there are a few clear 
frontrunners for most 
intimidating walk-up 
songs of 2017.  
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